




































































Second COVID-19 lockdown brings challenges and strengths into focus for 
Xeni Gwet’in 
Chief Jimmy Lulua encourages community members to strive toward self-
sufficiency 
REBECCA DYOK, LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER 

• May. 11, 2020 8:00 p.m 

Xeni Gwet’in First Nation recently unveiled 
the community’s new boat which was pur-
chased last year. (Margaret Lulua Facebook 

A First Nations community west of Wil-
liams Lake is looking to strengthen its 
well-being following a second 14-day 
lockdown. 
The lockdown which was a precaution-
ary measure to help protect Xeni 
Gwet’in from COVID-19 was lifted at 8 
a.m on Friday, May 8. 
Although this lockdown went slightly 
better than the first, Xeni Gwet’in 
Chief Jimmy Lulua said drugs and alco-
hol continued to trickle into the com-
munity during the lockdown which had 
resulted in increased anxiety for many. 
It also took an emotional toll, Lulua said. 
“When you lockdown your community you start seeing who’s who in your community,” he said. “We started seeing all 
the social problems that are still alive and well in our community.” 
With the May long weekend approaching, Lulua said he hopes to see the morale of his community increase and mem-
bers get back to being out on the land by engaging in such activities as gardening. 

“Overall I do want the community to feel well and do a lot of positive things that should be happening right now,” he 
said. “It’s currently the planting months in our area so I see in Williams Lake quite a bit of people are doing the same 
too so it is changing our lives for the better. People are starting to think more long-term about putting in gardens and 
being self-sufficient on their own.” 

A general assembly was held prior to the lockdown being lifted. With social physical distancing in full practice, the day 
concluded with a barbecue and the unveiling of the community’s new lake boat which was purchased last year. 

“We brought a few elders and people who have never been on the lake before in small groups and everyone was feel-
ing really good,” he said. 

Lulua noted he does have concern about the number of tree planters in the area. 

Lulua estimates there are about 400 tree planters, mostly from Ontario and Quebec, in the area at this point, and that 
the number could swell to 1,500. 

He said he will be meeting with provincial officials to further discuss his concerns on Wednesday, and that he would like 
to have their nation rangers be able to remove tree planters from the area if guidelines by B.C.’s provincial health 
officer are being violated. 

“The B.C. government … put all these strict guidelines on the tree planters but at the end of the day it’s just an honour 
system. They allow employers to be the guard dog which to me is not acceptable.” 



































Joint statement on B.C.'s COVID-19 response, latest updates 
Friday, May 22, 2020 3:50 PM 
 
Adrian Dix, Minister of Health, and Dr. Bonnie Henry, B.C.'s provincial health officer, have issued 
the following joint statement regarding updates on the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) response in 
British Columbia: 
“Today, we have 18 new cases of COVID-19, for a total of 2,507 cases in British Columbia. 
"There are 310 active cases of COVID-19 in the province, and 2,042 people who tested positive 
have recovered. 
“Of the total COVID-19 cases, 41 individuals are hospitalized, eight of whom are in intensive care. 
The remaining people with COVID-19 are recovering at home in self-isolation. 
“Every health region in British Columbia has patients with COVID-19. Since the start of the pan-
demic, there have been 888 in the Vancouver Coastal Health region, 1,236 in the Fraser Health re-
gion, 127 in the Island Health region, 194 in the Interior Health region and 62 in the Northern 
Health region. 
“The discrepancy between new cases and total cases with the Interior Health and Island Health re-
gions reported today are a data consolidation to reflect COVID-19 cases based on where individu-
als reside, even if they were not in the health authority during their illness. 
“Nine of the cases in Interior Health and one case in Island Health are individuals associated with 
the Kearl Lake outbreak, who completed their self-isolation in Alberta and have since recovered. 
“We are saddened to report three new COVID-19 related deaths in the Fraser Health region, for a 
total of 155 deaths in British Columbia. We offer our condolences to the family, friends and care-
givers of these individuals, as well as to everyone who has lost their loved ones during the COVID-
19 pandemic. 
“There have been no new health-care outbreaks, and the outbreak at Lions Gate Hospital has been 
declared over. In total, 14 long-term care or assisted-living facilities and two acute-care units have 
active outbreaks. 
“Public health teams continue to provide support for community outbreaks at the Mountain Insti-
tution and Mission Institution – both federal corrections facilities, at the Oppenheimer Group, fa-
cilities in the poultry sector and with those connected to the Kearl Lake plant in Alberta. 
“We are finding our new balance between protecting our health and reopening many of the busi-
nesses and activities that are important to all of us. 
“Phase 2 of our BC's Restart Plan is about pausing before moving forward; being thoughtful and 
cautious to keep everyone safe, while COVID-19 remains in our communities. 
“While Phase 2 is now underway, the provincial health officer order restricting mass gatherings to 
no more than 50 individuals remains in place. Further, the order has been amended to also include 
no more than 50 vehicles for outdoor drive-in events, with a restriction on the sale of refresh-
ments. Anyone attending these events must stay in their cars unless they have to go to wash-
rooms, which must be serviced with running water for proper hand hygiene. 
“This week, we have seen British Columbians throughout the province using the WorkSafeBC pub-
lic health guidelines and the rules for safe social interactions to increase their activities while pro-
tecting employees, customers, friends and family. 
“This approach – moving slowly, with patience and care – is our way forward. We have made great 
strides to flatten our curve, and we must continue with our efforts. Let’s keep going, together.” 















May 14, 2020 

BREAKING NEWS: Today the Supreme Court of Canada dismissed Taseko Mines Limited’s application for leave to appeal. 

This means the rejection of New Prosperity by the Government of Canada in 2014 stands once and for all. We thank and hon-

our the Tŝilhqot’in youth, elders, leaders and members, the Indigenous Nations that stood by our side, and our allies and sup-

porters, for fighting with all of your heart and spirit to protect Teẑtan Biny and Nabas. Nexwechanalyagh (We thank you.) 
















































